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For which She is Accuſed. 


NE ſhould think, that the 
Behaviour of the Engliſh Cler- 


ty for ſame years paſt, and 

the preſent Circumſtances in 
which they are, ſhould ſer them beyond 
Slander, and by conſequence above Apo- 
logies; yet ſince the Malice of her Ene- 
mies work againſt her with ſo much 
Spight, and fince there is no inſinuation 
that carries ſo. much Malice in it, and 
that ſeems to have ſuch colours of Truth 
on it, as this of their having ſer on a ſe- 
vere Perſccution againſt che Diſſenters, of 
being ſtill ſour'd with that leven, and of 
carrying the ſame implacable hatred to 
them, which the preſent Reputation that 
they have gained, may put them in a 
further · capacity of executing, if another 
revolution of Aﬀeirs ſhould again give them 
Authority to ſet about it; it ſeems neceſ- 
ſaty to examin it, and that the rather, 


becauſe ſome aggravate this ſo far, as if 


nothing were now to be ſo much dreaded 
as the Church of England's getting out of 
herpreſenc diſtreſ _ 1 

II. N theſe imputations were charged 


on us only by thoſe of the Church of Rome 


we ſhould- not much wonder art it; for tho 
it argues a good degree of Confidence, for 


any of rhar Communion to declaim againſt 
the Severities that have been put in 


rice among us, fince their lire finger muſt 


be beavier than ever eur loins were, and to 


whoſe Scorpion: our Rods ought not to be 


compared; yet aftter all, are ſo much 


accuſtomed to their methods, that nothing 
from them can ſurpriſe us. To hear Pas, 
piſts declare againſt Per ſecwion, and Jeſuits. 
cry up Liberty of Conſcience, are, we con- 


feſs, unuſual things: yer there are ſome 


degrees of ſhame, over which when people 


are once Paſſed, all things become ſo fami- 
liar to them, that they can no more be put 
out of contenance. Bur it ſeems very 
ſtrange to us, that I me, who if they are 


to be believed, are ftri& to the ſevereſt 
forms and ſub-diviſtons of the Reformed. 
Religion, and that who ſome years ago were 
jealous of che ſmalleſt. ſteps that the Court, 
made, when the danger was more remote; 
and who cried our Povery and Perſecution,,. 


when the Defign * To maske tit den 
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well-meaning men could not miſs being de- 

ceived by the Promiſes that were & 
the diſguiſes that were put on; that, ſay, 
theſe ve . who were formerly ſo 
diſtroſita], 


laid off, and the defign is avowed, of aſud- 
den grow to be ſo believing, as to throw off 


all diftruſt, and be ſo gulled as to betray all; 


and expoſe us to the Rage of thoſe, who 
muſt needs give ſome good words, till they 
have gone the round, and tried how effe- 
Qually they can divide andgdeceive us, that 
ſo they may'eſtr6yuythe'mgre eaſNy;this 
is indeed fomewtiar extraordinary, They 
are not ſo ignoraut as not to know, that 
Popery cannot change its nature, and that 
crueity and Breach of | 
as nece ſſary parts of that Religion, as Tran- 
ſubſtantiation ang-rhe Popes Supremacy ate. If 
Dany ere Fools.chey muſt give 
Words and fair Promiſes, till by theſe they 
have ſo far deluded the poor credulous He- 
reticks, that they may put themſelves in a 
re to execute the Decrees of their 
Church againſt them: and tho we accuſe 
that Religion as guilty both of Crxelty and 
Treachery,yer we do notthink em Fools: ſo till 


their party is ſtronger than God be thanked 
it is ar 1 they can take no other me- 
thod than that they take, The Church of 


England was the Word among them ſome 
years Liberty of Conſcience is the Word 
at preſent; and we have all poſſible reaſon 
to aſſure us, that the promiſes for maiatain- 
ing the one, will be as religiouſly kept as 
we ſec thoſe are which were lately made 
with © peer profuſion of Proteſtations, and 
© ſhews of Friendſhip for the ſupporting of 
the other. 
III. It were great Injuſtice to charge all 
the Diſenter with the Impertinencies that 
have appeared in many Addreſs of late, or 
to take our meaſures of rhem,from the Im- 
pudcdr ſtrains of an Alſp or a Care, or from 
the more Important and now more viſib/e 
ſteps that ſome among them, of a higher 
form, are every day making; and yet after 
all this, it cannot be enyed but the ſeve- 
ral bodies of the Diſſenter: have behaved 
themſelves of late like Men that underſtand 


too well the true Intereſt of the Proteſtant 
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nem when the Mask is ti 


ich ti Heretichs, are 


Religion, and of the Engliſh Government, to 
facrifice the whole and themſelves inCon- 
cluſjon to their private reſentmenrs: 1 | 
the ſame juſtice will be allowed me in ſta» 
ng the matter relating to the ſo much de- 
1080 Perſecution, ſer on by the Ch of Eng- 
Jag that I may be ſuffered todiſtinguiſh the 
heats of ſome angry and deluded men, 
from the Doctrine of the Church, and the 
practiees that have been authoriſed in it; 
that ſo I may ſhew, that there is no reaſon 
to infer from paſt Errors, that we are in- 
curabſe; or that new Opportunities invi- 
ting us ag un into the ſame ſeverities, are 
like to prevail over us to commit the ſame 
follies over again. I will firſt ſtate what is 
paſt, with the ſtmceriry that becomes one 
that would not he for God ; that is, not a- 
fraid. nor aſnamed to confels fault, thar - 
will neither aggravate nor extenuate them 
beyond what is juſt, and that yet wilt avoid © 
the ſaying any thing that may give any 
cauſe of offence to any party in the Nation. 
IV, I amforry that I muſt confeſs, that 
all the parties among us, have ſhewed, that 
as their turn came to be uppermoſt, they 
have forgot the ſame Principles of Modera- 
tion and Liberty which they all claimed 
when they were oppreſſed. If it ſhould 
ſhew roo much ill narure to examine what 
the Presbytery did in Scotland when rhe C0- 
venant was in Deminion, or what the Inde- 
pendents have done in New- England, wh 
may not I claim the ſame priviledge win 
relation to the Church of England, if ſeveri- 
ries have been committed by her while ſhe 
bore rule ? Yer it were as eaſie as it. would 
be invidious to ſhew, that both Presbyte- 
rians and Independents have carried the 
principle of Rigor in the point of Conſci- 
ence much higher, and have acted more 
implacably upon it than ever the Church of 
England has done, even in irs angrieſt fits; 
ſo that none of them can much reproach 
another for their exceſſes in rhoſe matters. 
And as of all the Religions in the world the 
Church of Rome the moſt perſecuting, and the 
moſt b-und by her principles to be unal- 
terably Cruel; ſo the Church of England is 
the leaſt perſecuting in her principles, and 
the leaſt obliged to repeat any errors Ag 
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which the intrigues of Courts or the piſſi- 
ons incident to all parties may have enga- 
ged her, of any National Ebxrch in Europe. 
It cannot be ſaid fo to be any part of our 
Doctrine, when we came out of one of the 
blackeſt perſecutions that is inHiſtory, Imean 
A Maryes, we ſhewed how little we retain- 
ed of the Cruclty of that Church, which 
had provoked us ſo ſeverely; when not 
only no Enquiries were made into the ille- 
gal acts of Fury, that were committed in 
chat perſecuting Reign, but even the per- 
ſecutors themſelves lived among us at eaſe 
and in peace; and no Penal Cam was made 
except againſt pub!ick exerciſe of that Re- 
ligion, eill a great many Rebelions and Trea- 
ſons extorted them from us for our own 
preſervation. This is an inſtance ef the 
Clemency of our Church, that perhaps 
cannot be matched in Hiſtory : and why 
ſhould ir not be ſpppoſed, that if God 
ſhould again put us in the ſtate in which 
we were of late, that we ſhould rather imi- 
rate ſo Noble a pattern, than return to thoſe 
miftabes of which we are now aſhamed ? 

v. It is to be confidered, that upon the 
late Kings Reſtauration, the remembrance 
of the former War, the ill Uſage that our 
Clergy had met with in cheir Sequeſt- ations, 
the angry Reſentments ot the Cavalier- 
Party, who were ruined by the War, the 
Intereſt of the Court to have all thoſe prin- 
ciples condemned, that had occafioncd it, 
the heat that all parties that have been ill 
uſed are apt to fall into upon a Revolution; 


but above all, the practices of thoſe who - 
have ſtill blown che Coals, and fer us one 


againſt another, that ſo they * len 
only have a divided force to deal with, 
buc might by turns mike the Diviſions 
among us ſerve. their Ends : all theſe, 
1 fay, concurred to make us loſe the happy 
opportunity that wa; offer'd in the year 
1660. to have healed all our Diviſions, 
and to have triumphed over all the Diſſen- 
ters; not by ruining them, but by over- 
coming them with a ſpirit of Love and 
Gentlen:ſs; which is the only Nictory that 
2 gene ous and Chriſtian remper can de- 


ſire. In ſhort, unhappy Conncils were fol- 


lowed, and ſeveral Laws were made, But 
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aſter all, it was the Court. party that carried 
jr for rougher methods: ſome conſidera- 
ble Accidents, not neceſſary to be here 
mentioned, as they ſtopped rhe mouths 
of ſome that had formed a wiſer Project, 
ſo they gave a fatal Advantage to angry 
and crafry men, that ro our misforrune, 
had too great a ſtroak in rhe conduR of 
our Affairs at that time, This Spirit of 
Severity was heightned by the Practices 
of the Papiſts, who engaged the late King, 
in December, 1662. to give a Declaration 
for Liberty of Conſcience. Thoſe who knew 
the ſecret of his Religion, as they ſaw that 
it aimed at the introduction of Popery, ſo 
they thought there was no way ſo effeQual, 
for the keeping out of Popery,as the main- 
raining the UVniformity, and the ſuppreſſing 
of all deſigns for a To/eration, But while 
thoſe who managed this, uſed a_due te- 
ſerve, in not diſcovering the ſecret motive 
that led them to it, and others flew into 
ſeverity, as the principle in vogue: and 
thus all the ſlacknings of the rigour of the 
Laws, during the firſt Dutch War, that were 
ſet on upon the pretence of Jenes the 
Nation, and of encouring Trade, were re - 
ſiſted by the Inſtruments of an honeſt Mj+ 
niſter of State, who knew as well then, as. 
we do now, what lay ſtill at bottom, when 
Liberty of Conſcience was pretended. 

VI, Upon that Miniſters Diſgrace, ſome. 
that ſaw but the half of the Secret, percei · 
ving in the Court a great inclination to I- 
leration, and being willing to take meaſures 
quite different from thoſe of the former 
Miniſtry, they entred into a treaty for a. 
Comp: ebenſion of ne Diſſent ers, and the To- 
lerat ing of others, and ſome Biſhops and Cler- 
gymen, that werc-inferio: r to none of the 
Age in which they lived. for true Worth 
and a right judgment of things, engaged, 
ſo far, and with ſo much ſucce's into this 
projcct, that the matter ſeemed done, all 
things being concerted anong ſome of the 
moſt confiderable men of the different 
parties Bur the diſlike of that Mini$iry, 
and the Icalouſfe of the ill deſigus of the 
Court, gave ſo ſirong a prejudice againſt 
this, that the propoſkion could not be ſo 
much as hearkned unto by the Houſe of 
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Commons : and then it appeared how 
much the whole Popiſh Party was allarm'd 
at the project: it is well known with how 
much Deteſtation racy (peak of it to this 
day: tho. we are now ſo fully ſatisfied of 
heir Imcntions co deſtroy is, that the 
al which they prerended for us, in 
-.-2ofirg that de ſigo, can no more pals 
Fon us. £ ; 
VII. At laſt, in the year 1672. the 
deſign for Popery diſcovering it ſelf, the 
cad that the Court had in favouritg a To- 
leratien became more Viſible : and when 
the Parliament met, that condemacd tlic 
Declaration for Liberty of Conſcience, the 


Members of the Houſe of Commons, that 


either were Diſſenters, or that favc ured 
them, behaved themſelves ſo worthily in 
concurr ing with the Church of England, for 
ſtifling that Tveration , chooſing rather to 
loſe the benefic of ir, than to open 4 
breach at which Popery ſhould come in, 
that many of the members thar were for 
the Church of England, promiſed to pro- 
cure them a bill of Eaſe for Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ters. But the S:ſſin waa not long enough 
for tringing that to perfection; and all the 
Seſſions of that Parliament after that, were 
ſpent in ſuch a conrinual ſtruggle between 
the Court and Countres Party, that there 
was never room given for calm and wiſe 
Conſultations: yet rho the Party of the 
Char ch of England did not perform what 
hid been promiſed by ſome Leading men 
ro the Diſſenters, the e was little or nothing 
done againſt rhem , after that, till the 
year 1681. ſo that for about nine years 
togethec they had their Meetings aſmeſt 
as publickly and as regularly as the Church 
of England had their Churches, and in all 
that time, whatſoever particular hardſhips 
any of them might have met with in ſome 
corners of England, it cannot be denied 
but they had the free Exerciſe of their Re- 
ligion, at leaſt in moſt parts. | 

Vll. In the year 1578. things began to 
change their face: it is known, that upon 
the breaking out of the popiſh plot, the 
Clergy did Univerſally expreſs a great de ſire 
for coming to ſome temper in the points 
of Cnfarmity : all ſorts and ranks of the 


I 


Clergy ſeemed to be ſo well diſpoſed to- 
wards it, that if jt had met with a ſutable 
entertainment, matters might probably 
have been in a great meaſure compoſed. 
But the ps that thoſe who managed 
the Civil cot cerns ct the Nation in the 
Ho |. of Commons, tock off ail chat was done 
at C curt, cr propoſed by it, occaſioned a 
fatal breach in our publick Councils: in 
which diviſion, the Clergy by the ir princi- 
ples, and intereſts, ad their diſpoſition 
to believe well of the Cant. were deter- 
mined to be cf the Kings fide. They 
thought it was a fin to miſtruſt the late 
Kinzs Werd, who aſſur d them of his ſtea- 
dineſs to the Proteſtant Religi en fo often, 
that they firmly depended on it: and his 
preſent Haj:fly gave them fo many Aſſur- 
al ces of his maintaining ſtill the Church of 
England, that they believed him likewiſe : 
and ſo thought that the Excluſion of him 
f. om the Crown, was a depree of rigour 
to Which they in Conſcience could not con- 
ſent: upon which they were generaily cri- 
ed out on, as the Betrayers of the Nation, 
and of the Proreftant Religicn : Thoſe who 
demanded the Excli ſion, and ſome other ſe- 
curities, to which the Brſbops would not 
conſcne in Parliament, looked on them as 
the chief hindrance that was in their way: 
and the Licenſe of the Prefs at that time 
was ſuch, that many Libels and ſome ſe- 
vere Diſcourſes were pubhiſhed agairſt 
chem. Nor can it be denied, that mary 
Chin chmen. who underſtocd not the prin- 
ciples of Humane Society, and the rules 
of our Government, ſo well as other points 
of Divinity, writ ſeveral Treatiſes con- 
cerning the meaſures of ſubmiſſion, that 
were then as much cenſured, as their per- 
formances ſince againſt Popery have been 
deſervediy admired. All this. gave ſuch 2 
Jealeuſly of them ro the Nation, that it 
muſt be conte ſſed, that the Spirit which 
was then in fermentatiou went very high 
againſt the Church of England, as a Confe- 
derate, ar leaſt, to Popery and Tyranny. 
Nor were ſeveral af the Nonccnformiſts 
wanting to inflame this diſlike; all ſecrer 
propoſitious for accommodating our differ- 
ences were o coldly entertained, that they 
were 
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were ſcarce hearkned unto. The propo- 
fictions which an EminentDivinemade even 


in his Books wiit againſt Sevaration, ſhewed 


that while we maintained the War in the 


way of diſpute, yer we were ſtil willing 


to Freu: for that Great Mm made not 
thoſe advance towards them without con- 
ſulring with his Superiours. Let we were 
chen fatally given up to a ſpirit of Difſen- 
tion: and tho the Parliament in 1680. 
entred upon à project for healing our 


differences, in which great ſteps were 


made tu the removing of all the occaſions 
of our Conteſts ; the Le ders of the Din- 
tert, co the amaſememt of all perſons, made 
no account of this: and even ſeemed 


uneafie at it, of which the Earl of NVotfing- 


h.un and Sir Thomas Clarges , that ſet on 


that Bill wich much zeal, can give a more 


particular account. All theſe things con- 


curred to mike thoſe of the Chureb of 


England conclude, a little too raſhly , that 
their ruin was reſolved on; and then ir 
was no wonder if the fpirit of a Party, the 
remembhrance of the laft War, the preſent 
proſpe& of Danger, and above all, the 
t farour that was fhewed them ar 
Court, threw them farally tato ſome angry 
and Violent Counfels ; (elf-prefervarion ĩs 
very natural: and it is plain, that many of 
them took char to be the Caſe, ſo that 
truly ſpeaking, it was not ſo much at firſt 
a ſpirit of Perſecutiou, as a deſire of dif- 
-abling rhofe who they believed intended to 
ruin them trom effecting their deſig s, that 
ſet them on to all thoſe unbapfy things that 
followed. They were animated to all 
they did by the continued” earneſtneſs of 
the King and Dube, and of their Mimſtprs. 
That Reptoich of Pi opt aud of the 
rofeſſion of che Law, who is now fo 
12h, was ſingled our for no other end. bur 
to be their Common Hangman over England; 
of whom the late King gave this true cha- 
rater. That he had neit er Wit, Law. nor 
Common Since; but that be Hd the Impu- 
dence of ten carted Whore in him. Another 
Buffvon, was hired to piague che Na: ion 
with three or four Pape s 4 weck, which 
to the Reproach of che ge in which we 
liye, had bur too great and too general an 


1 N 9 W 5 f A n 4A ks 
; . 5 
- — % x 
5 ) 2 — 
1 


effect, for. poyſoning the ſoirits of the 
Cl:rzy. Bit thoſe who knew howall this 
was minage , ſaw that ic was not only iot 
on, hut ſtill kept up by the Co If any 
of the Cle g) had hut preached a word for 
moderation, he had a chidiay ſent him 
preſencly from the Court, and he was 
from that day marked out as-a diſaffeFed 
per ſon : and when the Clergy of London did 
very worthily refuſe to give Info mations 
againſt their Pariſhioners that had not 
always Conformed, the defign having been 
form'i, upon that to bring them into the 
Spiritual Courts, and Excommunicate them, 
and make them loſe their right of Voting, 
that ſo the Charter of London might have 
been delivered up when ſo many Citizens 
were by fuch means ſhut one of the Com- 
mon-Council ; we remember well how fe- 
verely they were Cenſured for this, by 
ſome that are now dead, and others that 
are yet alive. I will mor go further into 
this matter: I will not deny but many 
the Diſſenters were put to great hardſhips, 
in many parts of England. I cannot deny 
it, and 1 am ſure | will never juſtiſie it. 
But this 1 will poſitively ſay, having ob- 
ſerved it all narrowly, that he Muſt have 
the brow of a Fare, ghat can caſt this 
wholly on the Church of England, and free 
the Con · t of it. The beginnings and the 
progreſs of it came from the Court, and 
from rhe Popiſh party : and tho perhaps 
every one does not know all the ſeerets 
this matter, that others may have found 
out, yet no man was ſo ignorant as not to 
ſee what was the chief ſpring of all thoſe 
Irregular motions that ſome of us made at 
that time: ſo upon the whole matter, all 
thar can be made our of this, is. that the 
paſſions and irfirmities of fome of the Church 
of 'England, being unhappily ſtirred up by 
the Diſſentert, they were fatally conducted 
by the Poprſh party, to be the inſtruments 
in doing a great deal of miſchief, 

IX. It is not to he doubred, but though 
ſome weaker men of the Clergy may per- 
hap: ſtill reta 'n their little peeviſh animoſi- 
ries againſt the Diſſenteft, yet the wiſer 
and more ſerious heads of rhat great and 


Worthy Body, ſee now their Error: they ſee 
B WhO 
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who drove them on in it, nll they hoped 
to have ruined them by it. And as they 
have appearcd againſt Poj ery, with as great 
a ſttength of Learning and of firm ſteadi- 
neſs as perhaps can met with in all 
- Church-Hiſtory, ſo it cannot be deubted, 
bur their reflections on the dargers into 
which our Diviſions have thrown us, have 
gi en them truer Notions with relation to 
a. rigorous Conformity ard thar the juſt 
Deteſtation which they bave expreſſed 
of the Corruptions of the Church of Rome 
has led them to conſider and abhor one of 
the worſt things in ir, I mean their Severity 
towards Heretichs, And the ill uſe that 
they ſee the Cot has made of their Teal 
ior ſupporting the Crown, to juſlifie the 
ſubverſion of our Government that is now 
ſet on from ſcme of their large and unwary 
expreſſions, will certainly make them here- 
afrer more cautious in medling with Poli- 
ticks : the Biſhops have under their hands 
both diſowned that wide extent of the 
Preragative, to the overturning of the Bay, 
and declared their diſpoſition to come to 
a Temper in the matters of Conformity; and 
there ſeems to be no doubt left of the fir- 
ceriry of their Intentions in that matter. 
Their Piety and Vertue, and the proſpect 
tha: they now have ef ſuffering themſelves, 
put us beyond all doubt as to their fincerity, 
and if ever God in his Providence brings 
us again into a ſetled State, out of the 
ſtorm into which our paſſions and folly, as 
well as the Treachery of others has 
brought us, it cannot be imagined, that 
the Biſhops will go off from thoſe moderate 
Reſolutions, which they have now dccla- 
red: and they continuing firm to them, 
the weak and indiſcreet paſſions of any of 
the infericur Clergy, muſt needs vaniſh, 
when they are under che conduct of wiſe 
and worthy Leaders. And I will boldly 
fay this, that if the Church of England, after 
ſhe has got out of this Storm, will return 
ta hearken to the peeviſhneſs of ſome ſour 
men, ſhe will be abandoned bath of God 
and man, and will-ſet both Heaven and 
Earth againſt Her, The Nation ſees too 
Viſibly, how dear the Diſpute about Con- 
formity has coſt us, to ſtand any more upon 


ſuch PunSille's : and THOSE in who 


our Deliverance is wrapt up, underſtand this 


matter tco well, and judge roo right of it, 
ro imagin that ever they will be Prieftridden 
in this point. So that all conſiderations 
concur to make us ct nelude, that there is 
no danger of our ſplittirg a ſecond time 
upon the ſame Rock: and indeed, if any 
Argument were wanting to compleat the 
certainty of this point, the Wiſe and Ge- 
terous behavicur of the main bedy of the 
Diſſ nters, in this preſent Juncture, has 
given them ſo juſt a Title to cur Friendſhip 
that we muſt reſolve to ſer all the World 
againſt ue, if we can ever forget it; and if 
we do nor make them all the. returns of 
Eaſe and Fa cur, when it t in our power 
to do it. | 

X. it is to be hoved, that when this is 


laid together. it will have that effect on all 


Sober ard True Proteſtants, as to make 
them forget the little angry Hears that have 
been among us, and even to forget the 
injuries that have been done us: all that 


ve do now one aggainſt another, is to ſhor- 
ten the work of our Enemies, by deſtroy- 


ing one another, which muſt in Concluſion 
turu to all our Rin. It is a madmans Re- 
venge to deſtroy our Friends that we may 
do à pleaſure to our Enemies, upon their 
givlug us ſame good words; and if the 
Diſſenters can truſt to Papiſts, after the 
uſage that the Church of England has met 
with at their hands, all che comfort that 
they can promiſe themſelves, when Popery 
begin to act its natural part among us, and 
to ſer Smithfield again in a Fire, is that 
which befel ſome Quabers at Rome, who 
were firſt put into the Inquiſition, but were 
afrerwards removed to Bedlam : ſo tho theſe 
falſe Bretiiren among the Diſſenters, who 


"deceive them at preſent, are certainly no 


Changlingr, but know well what they are 
doing; yer thoſe who can de cheated by 
them, may well claim the Priviledge of a 
Bedlam, when their Folly has left them no 
other retreat. | 

XI. I will not digreſs too far from my 
preſent purpoſe; nor enter into adiſcuſſion 
of rhe Diſpenſing power, which was ſo effe- 
Qually overthrown the other day at the 


Kings 


— ht. - ET. 


* 


tle relating to that point. it is true, the 
Aſſertor of the Diſpenſing power, who has 
lately appeared with allowance, pretends, 
that it can only be applyed to the 7ſt 
Kor publick Employmentz: for he ons, 
hat the T;ff for both Houſes'of Parliament 
i left entire, as hot wi hin the compa s of 
khis extent of the Preropative : but ano- 
ther Writer, whom by his ſenſe we muſt 
*contlude an'Þ man, by his brow a 2 
(vir, and by the bare de ſignation in the Ti- 


tle page, 7 leiter, a Qua- 
ker, goes a ſtrain. 


igher, and thinks. the b 


King 15 ſo-abſalurely the Soveraigy a3 to the 
Legiſlative part of ohr Government, that 
he may diſſolve even the Parliænent T:ft - 
ſo nimh y has he leapt from being a Secre- 
ry to a Rebellin, to be an Advocate for B- 
3 bind up another, ther.fore 
eanndt limit the Prelimmaries ro. a ſubſe- 
quent Parliament, But upon what is it 
tien, that Counties have bug two Knights, 
and Burroughs as many: that men below 
fuch a value have no vote, that S/errffs 
only receive Writs and return Elections, 
beſides many more neceſſary .requ;fires to 
the making a legal Parkament,. In. ſhart, 
it Lans do not regulate, the Election and 
Conſtitution of a Parliament, all theſe things 
may be overchrown, and the King may 
caſt thewwholeGovcrnment in a new Mould, 
as well as diſſolve the obliga· ĩon that is on 
the Members of Parliament for raking the 
Teft. It is true, that as ſoon as à Parlia- 
ment is legally met and conſtituted, it is 
tyed by no Laws, fo far as not to repeal 
them: bur the Preliminaries to a Parlia- 
ment are ſtill ſacred, as long as the Law 
ſtands that ſetled them: for the Member: 
are ſtill in the quality of ordinary Subjects, 
and not entred upon their ſhare in che Le- 
giſlative power, till they are conſtituted in 
a Parliament Legally choien and Lawfully 
aſſembled, that is, having obſerved all the 
Requiſites of the Law, But I leave that im- 
pudent Letter to return to the moſt Apo- 


ranny. He fancies, that becauſe go Parlia-- 
ey, 


reg te Laws, und pr 
can diſpenſe with them: and the diſtio&i- 


th; deer yer it for the Diſ ex- 
power. It. yields that the King cannot 


d pretends only. that he 


on it puts between abro zar ion and Diſſerſa- 
tion, 15, that the one is à total repeal of 
the Law, and that the ocher is only a ſlack - 
ning of its obligatory force, with Relation 
to a particuiar man or toary body of men; 
ſo that according to him, 4 fimple Abro- 


eon, or a total R.pral, is beyond rhe com- 
bas of the Prerogative. 1 deſite then 


thit this DoErine may be applycd to the 
following words of the Declarationz. from 


| un the Reaxzer may infer whether theſe 
0 


195 a. Simpl» Abragar ion, or not, and 
y conſequence, if the Declaration is not 
ilegu ; We d tereby further Declare, That 
it I ur Royal will and pleaſure that rhe 
Ouht commly called the Oaths of Supre- 
macy and Alle geance, and alſo the ſeveral Teſts 
and Declarations I not at any time 
hereafter, be required to be talen, Declared, 
or ſubſcribed by any perſon or perſons whar- 
ſoever , who is or (hall be Implryed in any Of- 


fice or Place of Truft, either Cĩuil ex Military, 


under 1s or in our Government, This is plain 
Engliſh, and needs no Commentary. That 
paper offers like wiſe an Expedient for ſe- 
curing Ziberty of Conſcience, by which ic 
will be fer beyond even the O ſpenſing pom - 


ey; and that u, that by Act ot Parliament 


al'Perſ-cution may be declared to be 2 
thing evil in it ſelf, and then the Preroga- 
tive cannot reach it. But unleſs this Au- 
thor fancies, at a Parliament is that which 
thoſe of the Church of Rome believe a 


General Council ro be, I mean Infallible, I 


do not ſee chat ſuch an Act would figni 

any ching at all. An Act of Parhament 
cannot change the nature of things which 
are ſullen, and will not alter, becauſe a 
hard word is clapt on them in an Ad ot 
Parliament ; nor can that make that which 
is not evil of it ſelf become evil of it ſelf: 
for can any Act of Parliament makę the 
Clipping of Money, or the not Burying in 
Moillen evil of it ſelf? Such an Act were 
indeed null of it ſelf, and would fink with 
its own weight, even without the burden 
of the Prerogative to preſs it down: and yet 


B 2 npon 


t 10 I an fo #40; 0 


oY this were very pertt- 
d 1 nor already given us hu- 


e 40 1 


Ke ro theſe who wait for tlie 


ent to deſtroy us: by the 


| pre may perſwade us to t. 
ur Der at ſeaſt all ourLoeks 


d high. tho it ĩs re 


N macter's "for we had COT: 


af ſour ave to all the Thieves and Rob- 
the twon, who would be perha 
ted with a parr of our Goods, 
oe whole defigns arc equally agaioſt.- 
il arid Body, and all the. is dear 


* 


> pn | will only add another Reflexion 

| r of the D.claration this 
„ has occaſioned the preſenc 
m upon the Clergy. It is repeated to us 

d we may ſee that the King continues 
| the Proiniſes he Wa 1 * 


of 785 my 
relates to che 


al ch 
En 22 no el 1 55 


ity 0 is 1 78950 

us 7 * e of the Khigs . 

we muſt crave leave to remember, | that the 
. King of France, even af re 
to break-the Edict of Nantes, yet t 

in above an hundred Edict, that were real 

violations of hat Edi#, a gauſe 


n: an 
1 5 to b e 5 
had of all pramiſts made to Heretichs, in 
mattes of Religion, by any Prince of the 
5189 5 Communion, but more p 
ince who has 
ci fine inthe | 


